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About
CEL Kosova
Centre for Equality and Liberty of the LGBT community in Kosovo (CEL) was 
established in July 2013 with the aim to empower LGBTI persons in Kosovo, 
prevent discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, 
raise awareness of the general population on LGBTI rights and advocate for 
equal rights and non-discrimination of LGBTI persons in Kosovo in 
accordance with the Constitution and the Laws of the Republic of Kosovo. 

CEL Kosovo was established as a reaction to the continuous discrimination, 
stigmatization and prejudice of the Kosovo society towards LGBTI persons. 
The programs that CEL Kosovo provides are Support Program, Capacity 
Building Program and Awareness Raising and Activism Program.   

CEL Kosovo is considered to be a driving force behind the creation of a 
progressive, diverse and tolerant society in Kosovo towards the LGBTI 
persons and a motivator for change of traditional social constructs and a 
support system for ensuring equal rights and opportunities for all. 

CEL Kosovo has also sought to strengthen the legal framework for the 
LGBTI persons in Kosovo as well as to increase their participation in relevant 
international and regional mechanisms and projects beneficial to the 
community and society at large. 

CEL Kosovo has managed to become one of the leading organizations and 
driving forces for empowerment of the LGBTI persons in Kosovo by 
promoting and protecting LGBTI rights and by working towards creating an 
inclusive society which advocates for equality and recognizes and respects 
diversity. 

CEL Kosovo’s approach is that every person shall be valued and treated 
with respect, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression. 
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Organizational Structure
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Assembly

CEL Kosovo has the Assembly which is the highest governing body of the 
organization and consists of all members of the organization. The Assembly 
shall have ultimate responsibility for the policies and financial matters of the 
organization. In this context, the Assembly have the authority to: a) Elect and 
dismiss the Executive Director based on the proposal of the Board, b) Approve 
the Annual Report and Financial Report based on the proposal of the Board, c) 
Approve amendments and modifications to the Statute, and d) Decide on the 
merger, division or dissolution of CEL Kosovo. Furthermore, the Assembly may 
delegate any of its responsibilities to the Board and the Executive Director, by 
decision of the majority of its members, with the exception of responsibilities 
that have not been delegated pursuant to Article 31.5 of Law no. 06/L-043 on 
Freedom of Association in Non-Governmental Organizations in the Republic of 
Kosovo and paragraph 2 of Article 5 of the Statute.
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CEL Kosovo Board operates according to the responsibilities presented in 
the CEL Kosovo Statute, which are:

•    Proposes amendments and modifications to the Statute and other rules and 
     procedures of the organization, which are then approved by the Assembly;

•    Elects the Chairman of the Board;

•    Proposes to the Assembly the Executive Director;

•    Proposes the procedure for the election of the Executive Director;

•    Monitors the work of the Executive Director;

•    Proposes rules of procedures and other organizational policies;

•    Monitors the new policies proposed by the Executive Director;

•    Reviews the Annual Report and Financial Report prepared by the Executive 

•    Director and proposes it to the Assembly for approval;

•    Based on a proposal submitted by each member of the Board, it can award 

•    Special certificates of merit to individuals who have contributed greatly to •    
     the work and development of CEL Kosovo. 
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Achievements

Safe home for 
LGBTI+ people
LGBTI+ Safe House/Shelter finan-
cially supported by the municipali-
ty of Prishtinë/Priština will be 
functional during 2021.

Civil Code

Contribution to Civil Code 
amendments, ensuring legal 
recognition of the same-sex 
marriage.

Drop-in centre for 
LGBTI+ people
Drop-in center for LGBTI+ persons 
financially supported by the Mu-
nicipality of Prishtinë/Priština.

Therapy Sessions
Out of 897 psychological 
sessions, 125 LGBTI+ persons 
directly benefited from them, 
fourteen (14) of which had suicidal 
thoughts. 
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Trainings, 
workshops and 
conference
More than 1,500 people benefited 
directly from the organization of 
trainings, workshops and confer-
ences during 2019 and 2020.

IDeaLab
More than 2,500 visits to 
IDeaLab, a safe art space for 
LGBTI+ persons on a period of 
fifteen (15) months. 

Pride Parade 
Week
More than 1,200 people partici-
pated in activities organized for 
Pride Parade Week in 2019 and 
2020.  

Police reports

Out of twenty-three (23) human 
rights violation cases reported to 
CEL Kosovo, eight (8) proceeded 
Kosovo Police. 
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Activities implemented
during 2019 and 2020
PROJECT: EMPOWERING LGBTI PERSONS IN KOSOVO, WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE E4E PROGRAMME, FUNDED BY USAID 
KOSOVO AND IMPLEMENTED BY THE ADVOCACY TRAINING AND 
RESOURCE CENTER (ATRC) (JANUARY 2019 - AUGUST 2020)

Trajnim tematik për komunitetin LGBTI+

Eleven (11) participants benefited directly from the organization of a 3-days 
training session on human rights and LGBTI rights in Kosovo, and the social 
context of LGBTI persons living in Kosovo. 
 

09CEL KOSOVA | ANNUAL REPORT



Free Legal Aid for LGBTI persons, Lobbying and Advocating for Changing the 
Sex Mark on O�cial Documents

With the legal aid service provided within the project, several drop-in informa-
tion sessions were organized to provide LGBTI persons with information about 
the legal framework which promotes and protects the rights of LGBTI persons 
living in Kosovo. In the information sessions, participants were also able to 
receive information on how to report cases of violation, discrimination and intim-
idation. For a period of ten (10) months, within this activity, the engaged lawyer 
identified, prepared and submitted to the respective court three (3) human 
rights violation cases. 
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Workshop with Kosovo Academy for Public Safety

More than thirty (30) representatives of three (3) branches of the Kosovo Acade-
my for Public Safety, police management, customs management and correction-
al service in Vushtrri/Vucitrn benefited directly from the organization of the train-
ing which aimed at: increasing the awareness on LGBTI and the legal framework 
that protects and promotes LGBTI persons’ rights, as well as the importance of 
identifying and raising cases of hate speech and hate crime when occurred.  

Training with Judges and Prosecutors

Twenty-nine (29) prosecutors and judges benefited directly from the organiza-
tion of an online training. The professional expert engaged to deliver the train-
ing informed the participants about the LGBTI terminology and definition, how to 
deal with crimes occurred against LGBTI persons and what laws promote and 
protect their rights. As part of the training, the case of Mr. Blert Morina was pre-
sented and discussed as well as the arguments and recommendations of the 
Constitutional Court which have opened new opportunities for the improvement 
of laws and the creation of administrative guidelines in resolving cases of 
changing the name in the personal documents in the future. 
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Manual for Psychological Practice with Transgender and Gender 
Nonconforming Individuals 

CEL Kosovo published a Manual which is designated for mental health profes-
sionals who work with transgender persons. The purpose of this Manual is to 
inform mental health professionals about significant clinical issues that arise 
when working with TGNC individuals. This manual is not a rigid set of guidelines 
or standards for care and does not in any way replace treatment protocols. 
However, it intends to only complement treatment guidelines who may be less 
familiar with language used when discussing TGNC issues, most common 
issues and challenges faced in therapy. The manual is published on CEL Koso-
vo’s Website and Facebook page. 

Training and Workshop with High School Students 

Thirty (30) high school students benefited directly from the training and work-
shop organized in Prizren and Peja/Peć which aimed at providing information on 
LGBTI rights guaranteed in Kosovo, the position of LGBTI persons living in 
Kosovo and how we can be the change we want to see in the society. 

Campaign “bullying”

In 2020 CEL Kosovo launched a campaign aimed to raise awareness of the bul-
lying that occurs in schools toward high school students and to make parents 
more careful and be more aware of the challenges their children face in schools. 
This campaign has been successfully implemented with the support of partners 
and activists who used their social networks to share the information produced 
by CEL Kosovo. The information shared on CEL Kosovo Facebook page 
reached 10,573 people, on CEL Kosovo Instagram page 14,119 people, whereas 
on CEL Kosovo YouTube Channel, more than 200 views were registered. In total 
with the campaign more than 30,000 people were reached from CEL Kosovo 
platforms, without counting the shares of partners and activists. 
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PROJECT: THE YOUTH ARTIVISTS FOR CHANGE FUNDED BY MINIS-
TRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE NETHERLANDS, MANAGED BY 
STICHTING ART.1 AND IMPLEMENTED BY CEL KOSOVO PARTNER-
SHIP WITH YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (YIHR KOSOVA) 
AND PRIFEST FILM FESTIVAL PRISHTINA (SEPTEMBER 2018 - DE-
CEMBER 2020)

Provision of Small Grants 

Ten (10) individuals/groups benefited directly from the provision of small grants 
which aimed to educate and empower young activists from di�erent regions of 
Kosovo to work on promoting and protecting human rights, focusing on LGBTIQ 
rights; raise awareness on issues related to LGBTI rights, problems and needs; 
raise awareness of the wider public on the importance of gender equality and 
equal representation. The winning projects Art(s)olution to Gender Equality, 
“Sagllam”, “RAGE”, “Prismatic” (Multi-colors), “Base”, “Through the haze”, 
“NOISE”, “Anthropology of Homosexual Albanians”, “Queer Art Night”, “Safety 
for LGBT” were presented by the winners through short films, storytelling, pho-
tography, exhibition, performances, installations, paintings, etc.

Radio & Podcast Training and Training for Trainers on Radio & Podcast

Nine (9) participants benefited directly from the organization of the training on 
Radio and Podcast organized in Prishtinë/Priština which covered the following 
topics: what are audio-stories and how they work; fundamental human rights 
followed with the basic principles of storytelling; written assignments which 
included drafting three (3) storylines which were after presented in one (1) story 
from each participant; drafting personal stories which were followed with the 
recording of them; how to edit audios and add music and sound e�ects to the 
recorded story; and practice on editing their recordings with the support of the 
trainer. Further, within this activity nine (9) participants benefited from the Train-
ing for Trainers on Radio & Podcast. All participants of the activity were awarded 
with the certificate of completion. 
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Storytelling Training and Training for Trainers on Storytelling 

Twenty (20) participants benefited directly from the organization of the training 
on Storytelling and training for trainers on Storytelling organized in Prisht-
inë/Priština. 

The aim of the training program was to increase the knowledge of participants 
on the power of storytelling and strengthen their capacities on how to create 
their stories in a structured way. All participants of the activity were awarded 
with the certificate of completion.
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Film Making Training I and II

Twenty-one (21) participants benefited directly from the organization of the Film-
making training part I and II. The aim of the training program was to increase the 
knowledge and capacities of young participants from 18 – 24 years old on: how 
to use the camera; how to build the storyboard about the film that participants 
decided to shoot; techniques used to edit shootings; the process of filmmaking; 
and finalizing their products. All participants received the certificate of comple-
tion at the end of the training programs.  

Film Making Workshop 

Six (6) participants benefited from workshops organized with the aim of increas-
ing the knowledge and strengthening the capacities of all participants on script 
preparation and creative ideas; and increasing their capacities in filmmaking. 
Furthermore, an online edition of the PriFest festival was organized, where 
Queer Film days (Let it be program) were part of the program. During the PriFest 
festival, very important films were presented where all interested people were 
able to benefit free of charge. 
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The direct beneficiaries of this activity were from Kosovo and Albania. Unfortu-
nately interested participants from other countries were geo-blocked by the 
online program. 

The graph below shows the number of people reached per movie broadcast. 
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TransBalkan Exhibition

More than 300 people in Prishtinë/Priština visited the TransBalkan Exhibition 
created by the Serbian artist Aleksandar Crnogorac organized in 2019. Several 
photography portraits of transgender people in the Balkans followed by their 
personal stories and experiences in forms of writings which were hanged next 
to their portraits were presented.  
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Drop-in centre for 
LGBTI+ people
Drop-in center for LGBTI+ persons 
financially supported by the Mu-
nicipality of Prishtinë/Priština.

Therapy Sessions
Out of 897 psychological 
sessions, 125 LGBTI+ persons 
directly benefited from them, 
fourteen (14) of which had suicidal 
thoughts. 
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IDeaLab 

IDeaLab, a safe art space located in Prishtinë/Priština, established within the 
CEL Kosovo project Youth Artivists for Change is used for the organization of 
the following activities, targeting LGBTI+ youth:

•     Podcast & Radio Training;

•     Storytelling Training;

•     Human Rights and Advocacy Training;

•     Filmmaking Training;

•     Girls Nights; 

•     Movie Nights; 

•     Karaoke Nights; 

•     Workshops, trainings, meetings; 

•     Psychological sessions; 

•     Discussion session with LGBTI+ youth from Diaspora;

•     Meetings for the organization of the Pride Parade 2019. 

Civil Society Organizations that used the IDeaLab space are CEL Kosovo, 
CSGD, YIHR Kosovo and QIPSI.  
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First Regional Camp on LGBTI+ issues

CEL Kosovo from 20 - 25 February 2019 organized the first Regional LGBTI+ 
Camp on activism and wellbeing where fifteen (15) participants have benefited 
directly.  On the first day of the Camp, CEL Kosovo presented the Agenda to the 
participants, including the introduction of the organization TOKA which was 
responsible for facilitating the activities outside the camp program. 

TOKA organized three (3) di�erent activities to create a safe space for everyone 
and helped participants to get to know each other more, concluding with educa-
tional games. Furthermore, capacity-building, self-discovery and team building 
activities were organized. 

A workshop on cybersecurity and digital footprint with two (2) professional train-
ers contributed to increase the knowledge of participants on online privacy and 
the importance of safe-search on the internet. Further, activities including psy-
chological games helped participants reflect on their work and personal life and 
contributed to the establishment of the connection between the activists from 
the region and Kosovo. 

As part of the program, a professor of Anthropology and activist from Kosovo 
was a guest speaker who had a presentation on the history of LGBTI+ and femi-
nism movement in Kosovo. Furthermore, the session continued with the partici-
pants from the region presenting their personal history. The last day of the first 
Regional Camp for LGBTI+ issues was dedicated to LGBTI+ activists’ wellbeing 
where a professional psychologist was focused on well-being, self-care and 
preventing ‘burn-out’ that could be caused by day-to-day activism and stress in 
LGBTI+ persons. 

Training with Prosecutors

Twelve (12) prosecutors benefited from the organization of the training in Prisht-
inë/Priština which aimed at increasing the awareness and knowledge of prose-
cutors in Kosovo on LGBTI+ rights guaranteed by the Kosovo Constitution and 
Legislation in force. 

PROJECT: ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR LGBTI PERSONS IN THE 
WESTERN BALKANS, FUNDED BY THE NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MANAGED BY THE NORWEGIAN HELSINKI 
COMMITTEE (DECEMBER 2019 - DECEMBER 2020)
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Training with Judges 

In cooperation with the Academy of Justice, CEL Kosovo organized training ses-
sions covering LGBTI+ persons’ rights guaranteed with the Constitution and 
Kosovo Legislation, the position of LGBTI+ persons living in Kosovo, types of dis-
crimination that LGBTI+ persons face, challenges LGBTI+ persons face when 
they request help from the justice system and how they can provide equal rights 
to LGBTI+ persons during the processes. Ten (10) Judges were part of this activi-
ty organized in Prishtinë/Priština. 

Workshop for the Kosovo Police O�cers

CEL Kosovo organized a workshop with Kosovo Police O�cers in Prisht-
inë/Priština. The organization of this workshop contributed to the increase of 
knowledge of eight (8) Kosovo Police on the rights of LGBTI+ persons; increase 
their awareness on how to identify cases of discrimination and violence against 
LGBTI+ persons; and how to approach the victims of such cases. 
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Training with Students 

Twelve (12) students of the Social Science faculty in Suharekë/Suhareka benefit-
ed directly from the organization of a two (2) days training which aimed at 
increasing their knowledge on the LGBTI+ terminology, LGBTI+ persons’ rights, 
the situation and the position of LGBTI+ persons living in Kosovo, and how they 
can provide support to LGBTI+ persons who are victims of any human right viola-
tion.  

Psychological Counseling
 
From the organization of psychological counseling, 125 LGBTI+ persons benefit-
ed directly. The main therapy approaches used for the psychological sessions 
were cognitive-behavioral therapy and psychoanalytical approach. From the 
organization of the psychological sessions, engaged psychologists and psychi-
atrists reported that they saw a positive progress of clients and improvement of 
their mental health. Organization of psychological sessions is considered to be 
one of the most e�ective activities organized by CEL Kosovo which provides 
direct support to LGBTI+ persons who are victims of any kind of violence, who 
have issues with their sexual orientation or gender identity, have suicidal 
thoughts, have risky behavior such as use of narcotic substances or alcohol, or 
face any form of discrimination based on their sexual orientation. 

PROJECT: ADVANCING THE LGBTI COMMUNITIES POSITION IN SOCIETY 
FUNDED BY THE EMBASSY OF THE NETHERLANDS IN KOSOVO (NOVEMBER 
2018 - JUNE 2020)

Training on LGBTI Persons’ Fundamental Rights and Freedoms 

Eighteen (18) LGBTI persons benefited directly from the organization of training 
in Prishtinë/Priština. Participants’ knowledge and capacities on legal framework, 
activism, lobby, advocacy and project implementation were increased and 
strengthened. Furthermore, participants were informed about the work of CEL 
Kosovo. One of the main activities in which participants were directly engaged 
was discussions on the organization of the Pride Week. 

Group discussions

More than 222 lesbian, bisexual and trans women benefited directly from the 
organization of more than fifteen (15) group discussions. The issues discussed 
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and activities organized are the following: mental health; suicide prevention; 
inclusion of lesbian, bisexual and trans women in activism; the history of lesbian 
women and their challenges worldwide; equality, sexuality and gender identity 
and individual experiences; introduction of “Shnet” online application in cooper-
ation with Social Lab; presentation of documentaries HERstory, Out and About, 
Pakistan’s transgender Hidden Lives; what’s it like living as a trans woman in 
Kosovo; what’s it like living as a drag queen; presentation of Pride Week activi-
ties; and quiz and open discussion Nights.  The group discussions were moder-
ated by the CEL Kosovo sta�, whereas the issues were discussed by profession-
als of the relevant field engaged by CEL Kosovo.  

Living in the Corner: Minorities within Minorities 

Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian communities in Kosovo have been living in oppres-
sion for a long time. CEL Kosovo continuously works on providing any support 
needed to Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian communities and contributes to the 
improvement of their lives. In order to present the situation of Roma, Ashkali and 
Egyptian communities, focusing on LGBTI persons from these communities, CEL 
Kosovo in cooperation with Kosovo 2.0 published an article in which the select-
ed interviewees presented their thoughts on double discrimination towards the 
selected target group and provided to the public the idea of what LGBTI per-
sons from Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian communities face in their everyday life. 
The article was published in Kosovo 2.0 and CEL Kosovo’s website and social 
media platforms. From the publication of the article at CEL Kosovo’s Facebook 
page, approximately 43,170 people were reached. 

Psychological Counseling 

More than 897 psychological sessions were organized by four (4) psychologists 
and psychiatrists engaged by CEL Kosovo. Direct beneficiaries from the organi-
zation of this activity are approximately 125 LGBTI+ persons from 16 to 45 years 
old. From 125 clients, engaged psychologists/psychiatrists reported that four-
teen (14) of them had suicidal thoughts. The main therapy approach used for the 
psychological sessions were cognitive-behavioral therapy and psychoanalytical 
approach. From the organization of the psychological sessions, engaged psy-
chologists and psychiatrists reported that they saw a positive progress of clients 
and improvement of their mental health. Organization of psychological sessions 
is considered to be one of the most e�ective activities organized by CEL Kosovo 
which provides direct support to LGBTI+ persons who are victims of any kind of 
violence, who have issues with their sexual orientation or gender identity, have 

22CEL KOSOVA | ANNUAL REPORT



suicidal thoughts, have risky behavior such as use of narcotic substances or 
alcohol, or face any form of discrimination based on their sexual orientation. 

Training session

Eleven (11) Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans women benefited directly from the orga-
nization of a training session organized in Prishtinë/Priština. In the training, par-
ticipants’ knowledge and awareness on LGBTI rights and position in Kosovo was 
strengthened and their capacity to lobby and advocate for the promotion and 
protection of LGBTI rights was increased. Participants had a chance of watching 
the documentary “Lesbian HER story” and “TED talk – how lesbians are solving 
tech’s diversity problem” and videos “this is how LGBTI looks around the world” 
and “it gets better/Ellen’s – irresistible”. All the material presented the situation 
of LGBTI persons living around the world and their struggles throughout the 
years. 

Cooperation with STREHA – LGBT Shelter 

CEL Kosovo has built a great working relations with STREHA which is a LGBTI 
Shelter located in Tirana, Albania. One (1) person, victim of domestic violence 
was sent to STREHA Shelter and stayed there for six (6) months. The victim was 
welcomed, treated and supported by the sta� and other people living in the 
Shelter. The victim was engaged in di�erent activities organized, therefore, 
being involved in the social life and increasing their self-confidence. The victim 
now is safe and works in a call center in Albania.

Provision of Support to LGBTI Persons

CEL Kosovo has provided legal and psychological support to a person who 
requested help. She was a victim of domestic violence because of her gender 
identity. Since there is no shelter for LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo, CEL Kosovo 
supported the victim by providing her a safe place to live in a hostel in Prisht-
inë/Priština. The victim was a minor; therefore, her case was referred from the 
Center for Social Welfare of Prishtinë/Pristina to the Center for Social Welfare of 
Gjakova/Djakovica and she was temporarily put in the Women’s Shelter there 
until she became an adult and got all the necessary documents to be sent to 
STREHA, a shelter in Tirana, Albania for LGBTI+ persons. CEL Kosovo 
followed-up with this case, and other similar cases, and provided any support 
needed to the victims and institutions dealing with domestic violence cases, 
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including Kosovo Police, Center for Social Welfares on a municipal level and 
STREHA – LGBTI+ Shelter in Albania. 

Training for Youth 

From the organization of training program for youth in Prishtinë/Priština, Feriza-
j/Uroševac, Gjilan/Gjnilane and South Mintrovicë/Mitrovica, CEL Kosovo in coop-
eration with Kosovar Youth Councils (KYC) of the targeted municipalities, 
reached forty-eight (48) pupils of the selected secondary schools. From the 
organization of the training sessions, participants’ awareness on human rights, 
with the specific focus on LGBTI+ rights were increased. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CEL Kosovo in cooperation with KYC, as part of 
the planning, adopted the organization of the second series of training sessions 
to online campaigns. 

Throughout the awareness raising online campaigns, CEL Kosovo and KYC 
work was presented; the issue of human rights focusing on LGBTI rights was dis-
cussed; the situation of LGBTI persons living in Kosovo was explained; and 
forms of discrimination were presented. 

Exhibition: “QUEIN” – Being LGBTI in Kosovo

The organization of the Exhibition “QUEIN” contributed to the promotion of 
human rights, by showing stories of LGBTI persons through pictures and 
addressing the daily intertwining of the utopian life of LGBTI persons in Kosovo. 
More than one-hundred and twenty (120) people were present in the opening 
ceremony and more than three hundred (300) visited the Exhibition, which was 
open for one (1) week during the Pride Week. 

LGBTI Life Under the Quarantine 

CEL Kosovo in cooperation with Kosovo 2.0 published an article “LGBTI life 
under Quarantine” presenting the situation and experience of LGBTI persons 
during the lockdown due to the pandemic and the increased number of the 
victims of domestic violence and discrimination. The article was published on 
Kosovo 2.0 and CEL Kosovo websites and Facebook pages. With the publica-
tion of the article on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page, approximately 
1,865 people were reached. 
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Video Campaign “Don’t Reproduce Inequality, Respect every Identity”

The video “Don’t Reproduce Inequality, respect every Identity” presents di�er-
ent realities of women (lesbian, bisexual and trans women) and how identities 
place women in certain social positions. Furthermore, the video presents how 
having limited possibilities and access a�ects these women’s lives, starting from 
access to schools, the labor market and to the extreme point where women are 
seen only as objects. Through this video, CEL Kosovo emphasized how import-
ant it is for all women to know their rights guaranteed by the Constitution and 
Laws of Kosovo, and that gender, sexual, ethnic, and racial identities should be 
seen as values, instead of tools to oppress women. The video was published on 
CEL Kosovo’s website, YouTube Channel, Facebook, and Instagram and 
reached approximately 381,202 people. 

How IDAHOBIT came to Kosovo

CEL Kosovo in cooperation with Kosovo 2.0 published an article on “How IDA-
HOBIT came to Kosovo” to mark the International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia (IDAHOT). The article shares stories of the selected activists who 
started marking this day for the first time in Kosovo, presented challenges and 
struggles they have faced and are facing, and how the marking of this day is 
being organized in the last years. The article was published on CEL Kosovo and 
Kosovo 2.0 websites and Facebook pages. With the publication of the article on 
CEL Kosovo website and Facebook page, approximately 41,714 people were 
reached.

Intersex is not Exactly ‘Breaking News’

CEL Kosovo in cooperation with Kosovo 2.0 published an article “Intersex is not 
Exactly ‘Breaking News’” which contributed to increase the awareness of the 
wider public on the issues of intersex persons in Kosovo and opened the discus-
sion on intersex people and intersex rights. The article was published on 
Kosovo 2.0 and CEL Kosovo websites and Facebook pages. With the publica-
tion of the article on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page, approximately 
893 people were reached.

Manual for Journalists – “Covering the LGBTI communities”

CEL Kosovo published the Manual for Journalists “Covering for LGBTI communi-
ty”, the first handbook which is about journalism and covering news on LGBTI 
persons’ rights and needs. This handbook is published to serve as a practical, 
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PROJECT: EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL COALITION FUNDED BY THE 
EUROPEAN UNION AND MANAGED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
OFFICE IN KOSOVO (29 DECEMBER 2015 - 28 DECEMBER 2019)

Equal Rights for All Coalition aimed at establishing and maintaining an e�ective 
Coalition that contributed to strengthen the capacities of twenty-seven (27) me-
dium-sized and grass-root CSOs to advocate for the protection and promotion 
of fundamental rights of vulnerable and marginalized groups (VMGs), specifical-
ly, minority communities, women, youth and LGBTI persons. In order to reach 
the wider public and present the work of the Coalition, a Website and Facebook 
page were developed and activities organized within the project and activities 
of all Coalition members were published there on a daily basis. 

During the last year of the implementation of the project, Coalition Founders, 
including CEL Kosovo, organized a study visit in Tirana, Albania. 

informative, and educational guide for journalists and media editors, to carry out 
accurate and ethical reporting, as well as to provide meaningful and essential 
coverage of LGBTI persons. The handbook was published on CEL Kosovo’s 
website and Facebook page where approximately 52 people were reached. 

Annual Report

CEL Kosovo published the Annual Report which presented all activities orga-
nized during the year and the results reached from the implementation of spe-
cific activities. The report was published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Face-
book page and shared electronically with CEL Kosovo partners.  
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PROJECT: EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL COALITION FUNDED BY THE 
EUROPEAN UNION AND MANAGED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
OFFICE IN KOSOVO (29 DECEMBER 2015 - 28 DECEMBER 2019)

Equal Rights for All Coalition aimed at establishing and maintaining an e�ective 
Coalition that contributed to strengthen the capacities of twenty-seven (27) me-
dium-sized and grass-root CSOs to advocate for the protection and promotion 
of fundamental rights of vulnerable and marginalized groups (VMGs), specifical-
ly, minority communities, women, youth and LGBTI persons. In order to reach 
the wider public and present the work of the Coalition, a Website and Facebook 
page were developed and activities organized within the project and activities 
of all Coalition members were published there on a daily basis. 

During the last year of the implementation of the project, Coalition Founders, 
including CEL Kosovo, organized a study visit in Tirana, Albania. 

Representatives of the Coalition Founders met with the representatives of the 
following NGOs: National Center for Community Services, A woman in Power, 
Human Rights House Albania, Aleanca kunder Diskriminimit LGBT, PINK EM-
BASSY and Albanian Institute for International Study. Challenges and issues of 
the implementation of legislation were mentioned by representatives of organi-
zations from both countries and the current situation of VMGs was presented. 
Furthermore, cooperation with government institutions was considered by all 
participants as a key factor for the improvement of the lives of citizens in both 
countries; however, a lot needs to be done in this aspect. Ideas and possibilities 
of future cooperation were discussed and contacts between all representatives 
of participating NGOs were shared.

PROJECT: ENCOURAGING LGBTI PERSONS TO REPORT THE CASES 
OF DISCRIMINATION, HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION AND HATE CRIME 
FUNDED BY THE AUSTRIAN DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (12 MARCH - 
30 SEPTEMBER 2019)

CEL Kosovo within this project aimed to increase the awareness of the wider 
public on the Penal Code, amended by the Government of Kosovo in 2019, 
and articles that specifically guarantee and protect the rights of LGBTI persons 
in Kosovo. In the Penal Code, there are seven (7) Articles that guarantee the 
rights of LGBTI persons in Kosovo. 

Thus, CEL Kosovo organized an awareness raising campaign using promotion-
al videos, billboards, promotional material (flyers, brochures, booklets) to 
inform LGBTI persons and the wider public on the content of the specific arti-
cles. 

Furthermore, these activities also contributed to the increase of the awareness 
of Kosovo Institutions on their responsibilities to protect and promote the 
rights of LGBTI persons. This project also contributed to motivate LGBTI per-
sons in exercising their rights as well as encouraged the community to report 
discrimination, other human rights violations and hate crimes that they face 
within their living environment. 

All the activities were shared on the Website, Facebook page, Instagram and 
YouTube channel of CEL Kosovo. 
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Joint 
activities
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International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia 2019

CEL Kosovo in cooperation with CSGD organized a conference "Equal and Con-
stitutional Rights of LGBTI Persons" to mark the International Day against Ho-
mophobia and Transphobia in Prishtinë/Priština. 

Approximately fifty-seven (57) people were part of the conference. The situation 
of LGBTI persons living in Kosovo was presented in the conference, focusing on 
the Kosovo legislation which protects and promotes diversity and equal rights 
for all. 

Furthermore, the issue of partnership between same-sex partners and the 
amendments of the Kosovo Civil Codes were discussed and raised by LGBTI+ 
activists. In the conference, to show gratitude for continuous support, CEL 
Kosovo and CSGD provided the space for speeches to international donors. 
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Pride Parade 2019
 
Pride Week 2019 was successfully organized for the third time by CEL Kosovo 
and CSGD in partnership with Civil Rights Defenders (CRD) and Youth Initiative 
for Human Rights (YIHR) in October. 

The opening ceremony of Pride Week was held in the Government Building of 
Kosovo and the opening remarks were given by the President of the Republic of 
Kosovo Mr. Hashim Thaçi. Many key actors from the international and national 
institutions participated in the conference. During Pride Week, the following 
activities were organized: TRIVIA night, karaoke night, exhibitions and the publi-
cation of the manual for journalists. In addition, as the final event to mark the 
Pride Week, was the organization of the March on 10th of October, where more 
than 700 people, LGBTI+ activists from Kosovo and the region, and national and 
international leaders and supporters participated. 
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In the March, among others, the Mayor of Pristina also participated, as well as 
Members of the Parliament, Ambassador of United States of America, Ambassa-
dor of the Embassy of the Netherlands, Ambassador of the Embassy of Sweden 
and representatives of the European Union O�ce in Kosovo. The March of the 
Pride Week ended with a speech, music and celebration. The message to be 
delivered in 2019 was decided to be “Whomever Your Heart Beats for/Për kënd 
të rreh zemra”. The Pride Week is considered to be the most successful event 
organized for LGBTI persons in Kosovo. Moreover, through the Pride Week 
activities, CEL Kosovo managed to empower LGBTI persons to be more outspo-
ken and visible and increase the number of LGBTI persons who participate in 
Pride Week activities. The Pride Week was followed by di�erent mediums, 
which contribute to increase the visibility of the event. 

During the Pride Week, CEL Kosovo registered that there were reached 759 
people directly with the implementation of foreseen activities. The people 
reached by media which covered events organized during the Pride Week are 
not registered. However, we can conclude that Pride Week 2019 is the event 
that reached the biggest number of people in Kosovo due to the impact of 
media coverage.  
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Pride Parade 2020

CEL Kosovo and CSGD in partnership with other NGOs organized Pride Parade 
in 2020 in the capital city of Kosovo, Prishtinë/Priština. To prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus COVID-19, activists paraded in their brightly colored cars. Ninety 
(90) people participated in this activity, representatives of local and international 
NGOs, Embassies, including the mayor of the municipality of Prishtinë/Priština 
and the director of the Kosovo Police. The flag was put on the Government 
building to mark the Pride Parade celebration and the crosswalk in Prisht-
inë/Priština was given a special rainbow paint by the Mayor’s o�ce who also put 
the rainbow flag in the building of the municipality. 
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Summer School - Human Rights and Advocacy 2019

Thirty (30) students, activists and national and international guest speakers/pro-
fessors were part of the 5th Edition of Training on Human Rights and Advocacy 
– Summer School “Comparative Studies on Gender and Sexuality” Reading of 
Feminism for 99% - Inequality, Advocacy, Privilege” organized by CEL Kosovo in 
cooperation with the University Program for Gender Studies and Research. 

The issues covered during the eight (8) days were the following: Feminism for 
99% and its trajectories of woman’s rights, feminism and LGBTI rights from Koso-
vo’s perspective;  the issue troubling gender and sexuality globally which devel-
oped an Anti-Discrimination Campaign; economic abuse, male privilege, isola-
tion, using children, etc; experiences fighting patriarchy, sexism, and homopho-
bia through artistic conceptual performances; the screening of a documentary 
“Lean In” which was about what women struggle with at work during pregnancy, 
having their basic rights violated by their employers and about the “Lean In” 
movement, which is made for women to speak up about their rights in the work-
place; the waves of feminism, how people see feminism, about equality as a 
general concept, and specifically about equality in higher and lower classes; the 
screening of the documentary “Truth and Power” which was about the #Black-
LivesMatter movement in the United States of America; the importance of activ-
ism on fighting racism; the role of civil society regarding gender equality, LGBTI 
rights; the importance of focusing on the victims’ mental health, dignity, and 

35CEL KOSOVA | ANNUAL REPORT



wellbeing, instead of stigmatizing them even more; the cultural di�erences 
between countries and the role of an anthropologist in court decisions; what is 
sexual harassment and how to report it in real time; the contribution and strug-
gles of activists for women’s rights, LGBTI rights, the importance of standing up 
for di�erent marginalized groups and the importance of correlating feminism 
and LGBTI rights and working on them parallelly; the importance of advocacy, 
lobbying and activism that the organization CEL Kosovo does in a daily basis. 

Summer school: Gender and Sexuality         
       

Due to circumstances and limitations created by COVID 19 in 2020, the school 
was organized online as CEL Kosovo aimed to continue to o�er a supportive 
learning environment and build a community of practice surrounding gender, 
sexual rights, and social justice. Twenty (20) participants benefited from the 
organization of the online summer school out of which four (4) were from UK, 
US, Serbia, and Albania each, and nine (9) were from Kosovo. Part of the organi-
zation, besides lecturers from the University Program for Gender Studies and 
Research, the summer school also included scholars, activists, and students 
with whom UPGSR has past or ongoing collaborations with on various projects. 
Part of this activity were: three (3) lecturers from Bournemouth Universit
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y, Dr. Shovita Adhikari, Dr. Rosie Read, and Dr. Jayne Cauldwell who are part of 
an ongoing collaboration between BU and UP in an Erasmus + mobility project; 
Ms. Gorana Mlinarevic, an activist-scholar from BiH; and Ms. Jeta Rexha (former 
UPGSR student and fellow), MA student, and member of the UPGSR Steering 
Committee. The Summer School program started with the review of concepts, 
definitions, and critical practice in the broader fields of gender, feminist, and 
queer studies. 

Feminist theories and methodologies (materialist, poststructuralist, queer, and 
post colonialism) were discussed and followed by an analysis of various disci-
plinary perspectives and debates including topics of feminism and social repro-
duction, representation and intersections of gender, sex, race, and class. Fur-
thermore, gender and sexuality were defined as cultural and analytical catego-
ries, as well as principles of social, economic, and political structuring and treat-
ing gender and sexuality as a flexible and negotiable social practice, contingent 
upon social and historical particularities. 

Production/Co-Creation

UPGSR has consistently strived to create and develop a participatory, co-cre-
ative, and innovative space for research, learning, and production. Drawing on 
ongoing research projects that 1) build on learning about and through participa-
tory arts and critical memory and heritage studies, and 2) developing method-
ological and theoretical axis around Participatory Action Research, the Summer 
school aimed to contribute to a current global conversation on doing fieldwork 
in a pandemic while developing a particular critical theoretical feminist position-
ality. 

In addition to learning about PAR and digital methods in research, participants 
engaged in collaborative co-creative group projects. Three (3) groups have con-
ducted research and produced projects – using video diaries, storyboards, 
online interviews, archives, lecture recordings, poetry, drawing, etc. From the 
three (3) topics presented, the first topic was Activism, the second topic was 
Care, and the last topic was about Tra�cking. The research and findings of the 
participants will be edited by a professional designer and will be disseminated 
in social media and other platforms.
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

Nata e çikave            

More than 160 lesbian, bisexual, and trans women benefited directly from the 
organization of twelve (12) Girls Nights which aimed at discussing the mental 
health; the support they can get from Linja e Jetes, in case they need it; chal-
lenges and problems lesbian, bisexual and trans women living in Kosovo face; 
watching documentaries and movies which tackle the LGBTI persons’ funda-
mental rights and freedoms; providing with information on the events organized 
and how they can contribute.
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

Events
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

Escape from isolation

In January 2020, Doruntina Maliqi in 
cooperation with young activists 
opened the mural “Escape from Iso-
lation” in the House of Culture in 
Kamenicë/Kamenica, as a beneficia-
ry of the sub-grant scheme within 
the project Youth Artivists for 
Change funded by the Dutch Minis-
try of Foreign A�airs of the Nether-
lands, managed by Stichting art.1 
and implemented by CEL Kosovo in 
partnership with Youth Initiative for 
Human Rights (YIHR Kosova) and 
PriFest Film Festival Prishtina.

Meeting with the O�ce of the 
former President of the Republic of 
Kosovo 

CEL Kosovo representatives were 
invited by the O�ce of the former 
President of the Republic of Kosovo 
Mr. Hashim Thaçi to discuss regard-
ing the establishment of the Council 
of the Rights of LGBTI persons. After 
a fruitful discussion, the O�ce of the 
President of the Republic of Kosovo 
showed their commitment to work 
on the promotion and protection of 
the rights of LGBTI persons living in 
Kosovo and emphasized that this 
will be their priority in the future. 

Meetings with relevant stakehold-
ers

CEL Kosovo Executive Director Mr. 
Blert Morina had a virtual meeting 
with the member of the European 
Parliament Ms. Viola Von Cramon. In 
the meeting it was discussed about 
the situation of LGBTI persons living 
in Kosovo and the challenges they 
are facing during the pandemic and 
lockdown. 
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

In the meeting, there were also dis-
cussions around changing the Civil 
Code of Kosovo and the importance 
of inclusion, non-discrimination 
towards LGBTI persons and the 
guarantee of equal rights for all.  

CEL Kosovo Executive Director Mr. 
Blert Morina was invited by the 
newly elected Ombudsman in 
Kosovo. The aim of the meeting was 
to present the organization and its 
work for the promotion and protec-
tion of the rights of LGBTI persons in 
Kosovo and discuss about the 
potential cooperation in the future in 
order to fight discrimination, stigma-
tization and hate towards LGBTI per-
sons living in Kosovo. 

Mr. Lend Mustafa, CEL Kosovo rep-
resentative with a great honor pre-
sented the work of CEL Kosovo and 
the challenges of LGBTI persons 
living in Kosovo in a meeting with 
former President of the United 
States Mr. Bill Clinton who came to 
Kosovo for a visit.
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

Marking International Days

CEL Kosovo contributes every year in Marking International days such as Inter-
national Lesbian Visibility Day, International Day Against Homophobia, Trans-
phobia and Biphobia, Pride Month, Awareness Week for Transgender People, 
Trans Day of Remembrance, International Bisexuality Day, Intersex Awareness 
Day, International AIDS Day and the International Human Rights Day by organiz-
ing di�erent activities and increasing the awareness of the wider public of the 
mentioned issues. Activities are organized in cooperation with Civil Society 
Organizations, Government Institutions, Ombudsperson, Donors, Embassies, 
activists and other actors. 
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•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
tor, media, and are published on CEL Kosovo’s website and Facebook page. 

Publications 

CEL Kosovo publications and information on activities organized are published 
on CEL Kosovo Website, Facebook Page, Instagram and YouTube Channel. 
All information is published in English and Albanian language. 

Campaigns 

CEL Kosovo is part of the organization team and organizer itself in di�erent cam-
paigns throughout the year. Some of the campaigns organized during the year 
are: “Ktheje dijen! Ndale urrjetjen!”, “Jam ashkali, çkado që je ti, jemi njëjtë, jemi 
njerëz”, “Mos riprodho pabarazi, respekto çdo identitet”, #NukVlenëMëPak. Fur-
thermore, CEL Kosovo supports initiatives such as addressing the issue of how 
Balkan school books present Albanians from Albania and Kosovo. 

In the meeting organized in the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo with the 
Committee on Gender Equality and Committee on Judicial, Legislative and Con-
stitutional Framework Matters, CEL Kosovo representative Mr. Lend Mustafa 
presented the changes proposed by CEL Kosovo and CSGD regarding the draft 
Civil Code of Kosovo. The recommendations submitted by the two (2) men-
tioned organizations were discussed and reviewed, emphasizing that civil soci-
ety will work continuously to address the issues of their concern regarding the 
amendments of the draft Civil Code tackling the rights of LGBTI persons and 
women.  
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Policy 
Changes 

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Zeri;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Top Albania News;

•    “Java e krenarisë 2020” – Reporteri;

•    The municipality of Prishtinë/Pristina is investing 300,000.00 Euro to build a 
      safe house for LGBTI+ persons - Klan Kosova;

•    Kosovo – Serbia agreement and the rights of LGBTI+ persons – Kallxo.com;

•    LGBTI+ rights are not a priority for any government in Kosovo – Gazeta;

•    Civil Code violates the rights of LGBTI+ persons in Kosovo;

•    Human Rights Day 2020.

•    In the framework of mini grants, a group of young people realized the project 
     "Security for LGBTI" through a research on the need for a safe house for 
      LGBTI people in Kosovo and through the artistic performance. The video 
     shows the reality of LGBTI people in Kosovo, the need for a safe place and 
      their experience in our society. The video can be found here. 

•    Summer Camp on LGBTI+ rights – Insajderi

Reactions 

CEL Kosovo reacts in cases when discrimination, hate speech, or any other 
human rights violation occurred by politicians or political parties, actors, singers 
or any other public figure. The reactions are prepared and sent to the perpetra-
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Transgender rights are HUMAN RIGHTS! 

In December 2020, the Basic Court of Prishtinë/Priština a�rmed the right of Mr. 
Blert Morina to change both his name and sex marker in his identification docu-
ments, marking a landmark decision for Blert himself, transgender persons and 
the whole LGBTI movement in Kosovo. After almost two (2) years of battle chal-
lenging the system in Kosovo, the court’s decision states that the decisions by 
the Directorate for General Administrative Work within the Municipality of Gja-
kovë/Djakovica, based on a recommendation by the Kosovo Civil Registration 
Agency (ARC), are “annulled as unlawful” and obliges the relevant institutions to 
o�cially correct Blert’s name and sex marker within 15 days of receiving the 
court’s decision. This is the second case in which Kosovo’s courts decided in 
favor of protecting the rights of transgender people living in Kosovo. 

Two (2) transgender men have 
successfully changed their gender 
mark and name with the approval 
of Basic Court after Mr. Blert Mori-
na’s case.
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Media 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
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janë urë lidhëse në mes të ndarjeve ekzistuese në mes të Kosovës dhe 
Serbisë. 
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Donors 

•     Ministry of Foreign A�airs of Norway; 

•     Funder USAID, implementer Advocacy Training and Resource Center;

•     The State of the Netherlands;

•     Ministry of the Foreign A�air of Netherlands;

•     IREX Europe; 

•     Kosovo Foundation for Open Society - KFOS; 

•     ILGA-Europe;

•     European Union O�ce in Kosovo;

•     Municipality of Prishtinë/Priština.

Financial Procedures 

CEL Kosovo uses QuickBooks as an accounting software to keep its finances. 
QuickBooks  is an accounting software program that CEL Kosovo uses to 
manage income and expenses and keep track of the financial health of the 
organization. The program is used to make invoices, pay bills, generate reports, 
and prepare for taxes.

 A professional company was hired to train the Finance sta� on how to use the 
program and continuously provides support when needed to the Finance O�-
cer. CEL Kosovo has developed a document where the financial procedures are 
explained into details. 

The Financial Regulations has the following sections: 1) Financial Management, 
2) Budget of CEL Kosovo, 3) CEL Kosovo Accounts, 4) CEL Kosovo Funds, 5) 
Keeping of CEL Kosovo documentation, 6) Financial Administration, 7) Purchase 
and maintenance of goods and services, 8) Expenditures, 9) Assets registry, 10) 
Salary Administration, 11) Travel and other expenses, 12) Working overtime, 13) 
Traveling, 14) Regulation on using mobile phones, 15) Regulation on increasing 
professional capacities, 16) Regulations on conflict of interests, 17) Bookkeeping, 
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18) Protection of information, 19) Annual financial statements and accounting 
records, 20) Procurement policies.

Audit Report

CEL Kosovo annual budget from 2016 until 2020 is presented in the graph 
below. 

CEL Kosovo expenditures divided into categories for the years 2019 and 2020.

2016 2017 2018 2019

2019

2020

€ 47,500,00

€

€ 95,000,00

€ 142,500,00

€ 190,000,00

CEL Kosovo Budget 

Activities Sta� Experts

€ 20,500,00

€

€ 40,000,00

€ 60,500,00

€ 80,000,00

CEL Kosovo Expenditures 2020
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CEL KOSOVO RECOMMENDATIONS 

Taking into consideration CEL Kosovo’s past experience and the need to work 
more on the promotion and protection of the rights of the most vulnerable and 
marginalized group in Kosovo, LGBTI persons, CEL Kosovo recommends to 
Kosovo Institutions in the local and Central level, Embassies, International Orga-
nizations, Local Organizations, Medium and other stakeholders the following:

Coordination with Government Institutions

CEL Kosovo recommends to strengthen the coordination between Government 
Institutions and NGOs in providing more support to LGBTI+ persons, especially 
victims of any form of violence during the pandemic. From March 2020, during 
the lockdown because of the pandemic, the Government of Kosovo within their 
emergency plans, hardly involved or mentioned the support to be provided to 
LGBTI+ persons especially, there was no support for those that were victims of 
the domestic violence occurred due to the lockdown.  More concretely, CEL 
Kosovo recommends the O�ce of Good Governance, O�ce of the Prime Minis-
ter to follow-up the implementation process of the Government Strategy for Co-
operation with Civil Society 2019-2023 and provide any support and information 
needed to the institutions and Civil Society on the Strategy.  

Monitoring the implementation of the Penal Code of Kosovo and preparing and 
submitting recommendations to the relevant Government Institutions taking into 
consideration the findings.

Provision of the needed therapy for transgender people, including hormones.

Inclusion of same-sex marriage in the Civil Code.

Establish a mechanism of addressing the hate crime and hate language used by 
civil servants and representatives of Kosovo Institutions. 

Establishing the Safe House of LGBTI+ persons and provide financial and pro-
fessional support in the first years of its operation. Further, the Ministry of Labor 
and Social Welfare shall promote the new established Safe House for LGBTI+ 
persons and lobby and advocate to receive funds from relevant donors. 
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Donors’ coordination

CEL Kosovo recommends to have more coordination between donors in provid-
ing financial support to NGOs and initiatives working for the promotion and pro-
tection of the rights of LGBTI+ persons, specifically. This recommendation 
relates to the call for applications opened by di�erent donors and the objectives 
set within the call. CEL Kosovo suggests to have donors’ internal strategies on 
financially supporting programs proposed by NGOs and other potential appli-
cants, which are drafted in cooperation with the main actors working on the 
domain of human rights and fundamental freedoms in order to raise issues of 
concern and address the needs of vulnerable and marginalized groups by build-
ing potential project ideas. CEL Kosovo also proposes to have calls for applica-
tion dedicated specifically to project ideas aiming at promoting and protecting 
the rights of LGBTI persons and providing them support in strengthening their 
capacities to fight for their rights guaranteed and increasing their knowledge to 
generate incomes; therefore, more sustainable and long-term project ideas. 
Furthermore, there is no financial consistency; therefore, a�ecting the work of 
CEL Kosovo, as one of the main NGO working for LGBTI+ rights, and the help 
and huge support they provide to LGBTI+ persons, especially those who consid-
er it the only trusting place to ask for help.     

Cooperation between Civil Society Organizations 

CEL Kosovo proposes to increase the cooperation and coordination between 
Civil Society Organizations working for the promotion and protection of human 
rights, specifically the rights of LGBTI+ persons. The coordination will contribute 
to identifying the specialized areas of work of each NGO, reduce the duplication 
of activities, create synergies, address issues of concern together to the rele-
vant institution, prepare and submit recommendations to Government Institu-
tions regarding any issue of concern.

Other Recommendations 

CEL Kosovo, based on the previous years’ experience, will work on improving its 
working strategy and activities in order to have better results, increase the 
awareness of the wider public on LGBTI+ rights, empower more LGBTI+ persons 
and address all the challenges faced and use best practices for the future. CEL 
Kosovo is committed to creating a society where everyone enjoys their rights 
and improving the lives of LGBTI+ persons living in Kosovo. 
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